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INSTALLATION OF FIRE ALARMS

These notes are intended to provide guidance to churches that wish to install or update a fire alarm.
Doing so may result in a premium discount.

These notes provide a basis upon which to obtain comparative quotations. In all cases you should refer to
this office to approve any specification prior to installation work being carried out.

General

The building should be protected by an automatic fire alarm system installed to BS 5839 Part 1. The control
panel must have keypad operation and be analogue addressable.

The system must be designed, installed, commissioned and maintained by an LPS 1014 Certificated Fire
Detection and Alarm System firm, or an installer accredited under the British Approvals for Fire Equipment
(BAFE) adopted SP 203 scheme.

There must be an annual maintenance contract. The specification must include confirmation by the alarm
company that sub-contractors will not be used or specify the extent to which sub-contractors will be used.

Signalling

In order to obtain the higher levels of discount, remote signalling must be incorporated to a permanently
manned monitoring station conforming to BS 5979.

Detection

In addition to break glass points, protection must be provided by means of automatic heat/smoke detectors
of either the point or beam variety. All equipment must be LPC approved.

Alarm discounts

In order to qualify for a discount, in addition to the system being installed as set out above, the Fire and
Rescue Service must be able to attend the church within 20 minutes.

The amount of the discount will depend on the extent of the system and the method of signalling. The
following are in descending order from the highest to the lowest discount.

e  Full building protection to P1/L1 with remote signalling.

e Part protection (P2/L2) with remote signalling.

Discounts cannot be given until the specification has been approved by us.
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Important notes

It is the responsibility of the party implementing the above specification to ensure that the implementation
does not contravene any statutory or Local Authority requirements, e.g. under the Health and Safety at Work
etc Act1974, and other relevant legislation.

Prior to contract, copies of design drawings and/or specifications are to be forwarded to Methodist
Insurance for approval.

Information in this document

This guidance is provided for information purposes and is general and educational in nature and does not constitute legal advice.

You are free to choose whether or not to use it and it should not be considered a substitute for seeking professional help in specific
circumstances. Accordingly, Methodist Insurance PLC shall not be liable for any losses, damages, charges or expenses, whether direct,
indirect, or consequential and howsoever arising, that you suffer or incur as a result of or in connection with your use or reliance on the
information provided in this guidance except for those which cannot be excluded by law. \Where this guidance contains links to other
sites and resources provided by third parties, these links are provided for your information only. Methodist Insurance is not responsible
for the contents of those sites or resources. You acknowledge that over time the information provided in this guidance may become out
of date and may not constitute best market practice.

Need to contact us?
For further information and advice on fire safety for churches:

Call our Risk Management Advice Line on

0345 600 7531
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm (excluding Bank Holidays).

We may monitor or record calls to improve our service.

Email us at: riskadvice @ micmail.co.uk
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